[The mass rearing of the mermithid nematode Romanomermis culicivorax].
The procedure of mass laboratory rearing of mermithid nematode Romanomermis culicivorax, a parasite of mosquito larvae, is described. Culex pipiens molestus larvae are used as a host for cultivation at the host: preparasites ratios of 1:4-1:6, enabling to obtain the greatest mass of nematodes (over 500 mg per 1 thousand of infested mosquito larvae) when the male female ratio in culture was 1:1. This rearing technique allows to obtain on average 350 thousand invasive mermithid preparasites per 1 g of adult mermithids. The above-proposed method is compared to the procedure rearing described earlier by Petersen, Willis (1972).